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My dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
"Equality begins in the Womb." This is the theme for the 49th annual March for Life which will be held on
January 21, 2022, in Washington, D.C.
January 22, 2022, marks 49 years since the landmark Supreme Court decision legalizing (Roe v. Wade)
abortion in the United States. According to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, January 22nd is a particular
day of prayer and penance called the "Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children." It notes: "In all the
Dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 (or January23, when January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall be
observed as a particular day of prayer for the full restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance
for violations to the dignity of the human person committed through acts of abortion."
Scripture affirms the life and dignity of the unborn child. In Jeremiah 1:4-5, we read: "The Word of the Lord
came to me: Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the
nations I appointed you." King David, in his Psalms, notes: "You formed my inmost being: you knit me in my mother's
womb. I praise you because I am wonderfully made; wonderful are your works! My very self you know. My bones are
not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, fashioned in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw me
unformed; in your book all are written down; my days were shaped, before one came to be." (Psalms 139: 13-16) The
catechism of the Catholic Church is clear in its defense of the unborn. It states: "Human life must be respected and
protected absolutely from the moment of conception. From the first moment of his existence, a human being must be
recognized as having the rights of a person -- among which is the inviolable right of every innocent being to life... since
the first century of the church has affirmed the moral evil of every procured abortion. This teaching has not changed
and remains unchangeable." (Catechism #2270-71).
Why is the church so firm in its defense of the unborn? A civil society cannot stand if its weakest, most
vulnerable members are not protected. The catechism states, quoting Donum Vitae: "The moment a positive law
deprives a category of human beings of the protection which civil legislation ought to afford them, the state is denying
the equality of all before the law. When the state does not place its power at the service of the rights of each citizen,
and in particular of the more vulnerable, the very foundations a state based on law were undermined." Saint John Paul
II also argues that a civil society cannot be maintained if the rights of the unborn are not protected. He notes in
Evangelium Vitae: "Really what we have here is only the tragic caricature of legality; the democratic ideal, which is
only truly such when it acknowledges and safeguards the dignity of every human person, is betrayed in its very
foundations; how is it possible to speak of the dignity of every human person when the killing of the weakest and most
innocent is permitted? In the name of what justice is the most unjust of discriminations practiced; some individuals are
held to be deserving of defense and others are denied that dignity? When this happens, the process leading to the
breakdown of a genuinely human co-existence and the disintegration of the state itself has already begun." (EV, 20)
We must pray to heal the culture. Healing the culture begins with a respect for life in its most vulnerable
moments. There are many points of light. I think of the crisis pregnancy centers that offer material emotional, and
spiritual support to women facing an unexpected pregnancy. I think of the work of the Sisters of Life in New York who
offer healing retreats for women who have had abortions and the many faithful in our diocese who work so untiringly to
build a culture of life. Thank you for our important work. "Equality begins in the womb." Together let us both work
together for a more just society -- a society that recognizes and affirms the equality and gifts of the most vulnerable in
or midst--the unborn.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Norwich

January 16, 2022
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
†Mass Schedule and Intentions†
Sat Jan 15, 3:30-4:10 pm Confession
Sat Jan 15, 4:30 pm Mass
† Rachel Kozikowski, 6th Anniversary
by Mr. & Mrs. Victor Drouin
Sun Jan 16, 9:00 am Mass
† Milton Michaud by Mary Michaud
Sun Jan 16, 11:00 am Mass
† Joseph DeJesse by The Choir
Mon Jan 17, 8:00 am Mass
For the Intentions of the Parish
Tue Jan 18, 8:00 am Mass
† James Clifford by Roger & Mary Bowen
Thu Jan 20, 8:00 am Mass
For the Intentions of Bishop Cote
Fri Jan 21, 8:00 am Mass
For Our Parish
Adoration following Mass; Divine Mercy
Chaplet at 1:50 pm; Benediction 2:00 pm
Sat Jan 22, 3:30-4:10 pm Confession
Sat Jan 22, 4:30 pm Mass
† John Doughty, Jr., Birthday Remembrance
by John & Caroline Doughty
Sun Jan 23, 9:00 am Mass
† Winifred Jackson by The Godere Family
Sun Jan 23, 11:00 am Mass
† Ralph J. Yulo, Sr., by Ralph Yulo
Sun Jan 23, After 11am Mass
40th Anniversary Wedding Renewal
Vernon & Cathy DeSilva

Church is open during office hours: Mon-Thurs,
9:30-2:30 & during Adoration on Friday.
very much to everyone who continues to
contribute to our parish.
Coffee and Donuts in Parish Center after
9:00 am & before 11:00 am Sunday Mass!
Office closed Monday, Jan 17 Martin Luther King
.

Blessed Mother Candle is lit in
thanksgiving to those who offered
prayers and support during
Wesley Vincent’s illness.
Divine Mercy Candle is lit for
Glenn Lagasse
requested by the family.
The annual Mass for the World Day of Prayer for
Consecrated Life will take place at The Cathedral
of St. Patrick in Norwich on Sunday, February 6, at
10:30 am. Please join Bishop Michael R. Cote, the
Celebrant of the Mass, as we pray in thanksgiving
for the witness given by the women and men
consecrated by their vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience in the Diocese.

PARISH MEETINGS IN THE PARISH CENTER
Women’s Bible Study:
Tues, Jan 18, 10:00 am.
Knights of Columbus:
Tues, Feb 1, 7:00 pm.
Due to winter weather and the continued Covid
surge, Ed Conlan’s Bible Study classes have been
suspended for January and February and will
resume on Wednesday, March 2. Thank you for
your understanding.
CCD Classes Sundays, 9:50-10:50am.
Next class January 9, 2022.
PRAYER LIST: Please call the office 860-429-2860
or email stphilipstjude@gmail.com.
PRAYER LIST: Lynne Allevo, Joan Aras, Tom B.,
John Bergeron, Sr., Paul Brozyna, James Clark, Jim
Clifford, Sandra Cote, Crystal Desrosiers, Charles
Dobrowolski, John Doughty, Mike Ernst, Elaine
Fortier, Jackie Goble, Glenn Lagasse, Jackie
Lapointe, Lisa Lukin, Bobby M., Dennis McCarthy,
Karl Monty, Jackie Mozzicato, Beverly Nuccio, Joan
P., S.P., Dan Panciera, Terry Perkins, Mikey Peters,
Pauline Picard, Ted & Rosemarie Piecyk, Emile
Poirier, Heather Poulin, Dawn Pringle, Alina S.,
Larry & Kate Single, Linda Stout, Jesse, Alicia,
Mason and Naia, John Studley, Sheila Taylor, Ginny
Todd, Rory Triba, Phil Tripoli, MaryJane Tynan,
Wesley Vincent, Willow, Becky Z.
EAST CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL has rolling
admissions, so prospective students have plenty of
opportunities to begin the admissions process.
Our Entrance Exam will take place on Saturday,
January 22nd @ 8:30 a.m. To pre-register, please go
to https://www.echs.com/Visit_ECHS. Our
Shadow Day program is back!!! If your 8th grader
would like to discover the “taste of East”, please go
to https://www.echs.com/Visit_ECHS to begin the
process of scheduling a visit. It’s also a perfect time
to fill out the admissions application by visiting our
website, the Admissions tab.
GIFTED AND TALENTED KNITTERS of the
Norwich Diocese, please help the Office of Faith
Events reach out to the community during the cold
winter months by donating handmade scarves.
Whatever you do to help support our new “Street
Ministry” to the poor would be greatly appreciated.
Donations can be brought or sent to the Bishop
Flanagan Ministry Center, 199 Broadway, Norwich,
CT 06360. We will accept donations until Feb 28,
2022. Thank you so much for donating your time
and talent! Questions? Contact Marianne 860-8482237 x 304 or manicholas@norwichdiocese.net.

VIRTUAL MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT For
Valentine’s Day this year, give your spouse the gift
of your time and re-energize your marriage by
attending a virtual enrichment entitled The Joy of
Love on Sat, Feb. 12, 2022, from 10 A.M. to 2 P.M.
Based on Chapter 4 of Pope Francis’ Amoris
Laetitia: the Joy of Love, the enrichment will feature
four talks: Daily Love, Conjugal Love, Passionate
Love and Transformation of Love. Each talk will
include practical insights from Pope Francis’ wisdom
on marriage and family life. This enrichment is for all
married couples. There is a $15 fee that covers
workbooks for each couple. Registration and
payment are due by Feb. 1. The program is online.
To register, send your names, address, telephone
number, email address and check made payable to
the Annual Catholic Appeal to Mary-Jo McLaughlin,
Catholic Family Services, 199 Broadway, Norwich,
CT 06260 or call her at 860-848-2237, Ext. 312, or
email her at mmclaughlin@norwichdiocese.net.

Knights of Columbus Council 6934
sponsors breakfast sandwiches, coffee,
tea, and donuts after the 9 a.m. Sunday
Mass in the Parish Center.

Knights of Columbus Valentine Celebration
Roast Beef / Stuffed Shrimp Dinner
Saturday, Feb 19th 5:30 pm.
Snow date Sunday at 4pm.
Tickets on sale Jan 30th, Feb 5th and 12th
after all weekend Masses.
Take outs available.
Adults $17, children 10-15 $10, 9 & under
free.
"Called to Holiness" Silent Retreat: Jan 28-30, 2022

at The Immaculate Conception Center in Putnam,
CT for Catholics seeking to renew and deepen their
faith. The retreat weekend provides an opportunity
to encounter the Lord’s presence in an atmosphere
of contemplation and prayer. Reflections and
Scriptural meditations will be offered by a team of
lay and religious retreat guides. Spiritual direction is
available throughout the weekend for those who
desire it. The cost of the retreat is $160 per person
($80 for commuters). Space is limited, call 860-9287955 or visit immaculateconceptioncenter.org to
secure your reservation.

HOLY FAMILY PASSIONIST RETREAT CENTER
St. Philip Retreat Weekend is Jan 28-30, 2022
Theme: In the Spirit of Trust
When we think about the idea of "trust," we may
think about how much we trust the people around
us, our family or friends, the communities to which
we belong, or the institutions to which we are bound
through society, government or religion. But as the
scriptures remind us, the most important form of
trust we can have is our trust in God. To have a
relationship with God, we need to be able to trust
that God will provide for us and guide us on our
journey through life. That kind of trust begins in our
relationships with others. Our retreat will explore the
notion of trust and how it is gained, as well as lost.
We will share our personal faith experiences of
trusting in God’s providence and help one another to
build a foundation for lasting trust in the one who
created us and loves us. The retreat begins with a
buffet dinner from 6-7:30 pm on Friday and
concludes Sunday with the celebration of Mass at
10:45 am followed by brunch.
Marriage Preparation Classes to Meet Virtually
With the uncertainty surrounding Covid-19, the
Catholic Family Services Office will be offering
virtual or one-on-one marriage preparation classes
for engaged couples. Couples getting married
should contact Mary-Jo McLaughlin at the Catholic
Family Services Office to establish class dates. She
can be reached Mondays, Tuesdays, &
Wednesdays at 860-848-2237, Ext 312 or by email:
mmclaughlin@norwichdiocese.net.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

YEAR-END TAX REPORTING
If you would like a printout of your financial
contribution to St. Philip Church for the year 2021,
please fill out this coupon and place it in the
collection basket.
Name: _______________________________
Address: _____________________________
Envelope # ___________________________

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Norwich
Can you help us help new parents who
are struggling? Requests for our
services continue to be overwhelming
and we are quickly running out of
resources for our Pregnancy/Parenting program.
We need diapers especially sizes 5 &6, wipes, baby
bottles, and baby toiletries. If you are in a position to
help, you can drop off your donation at our locations
in Norwich, New London, and Willimantic, or call
860-889-8346 for more information. Thank you for
your prayers and support. Our clients thank you as
well!: “I thank God for you all” –D. M.
ADORATION ON FRIDAYS AT ST. PHILIP’S
After 8:00 am Mass, Adoration will begin
about 8:40 am and end at 2:00 pm.
Please consider joining us for an hour or
as much time as your schedule allows.
NORWICH DIOCESE CATHOLIC FAMILY SERVICES

You Can Help Your Marriage – Do you feel alone in
your marriage? Are you frustrated or angry with your
spouse? Do you and your spouse argue, or have
you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking
about your relationship make it worse? If you
answered ‘yes’ to any of these questions, consider
attending a Retrouvaille weekend experience.
Retrouvaille is a lifeline for married couples facing
difficult challenges in their relationships. It seeks to
help couples heal their hurting marriages. For
confidential info about the program or to register,
call 203-710-6207, email 3001@retrouvaille.org, or
visit the national website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

ADAMS
CREMATION
Willimantic, CT
Local Provider of
Low-Cost Direct
Cremations

860-465-7402
adamscremationct.com
ADVERTISE IN OUR BULLETIN
$200 for six months for
an ad this size:
$300 for a double-sized
ad. Discount for an
entire year is $550 for a
double ad.
Funeral Homes will
receive a triple-sized ad.
Ads may be submitted each year in July and
January to the Parish Office email:
stphilipstjude@gmail.com. If you or someone you
know would like to advertise and support the Church
bulletin, please let us know.

PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS/POSTULANTS
Take a Post Card from the vestibule for any or all of
our seminarians/postulants. Pray, write a brief note
if you choose and drop it in the mail. Let your future
priests/sisters know you are supporting them and
ask them to pray for you. May God continue to send
us shepherds after his own heart.
NORWICH DIOCESE Newsletter Signup
The digital newsletter will keep you updated with
news, upcoming events and spiritual reflection.
Discover the good work being done in our two
dozen ministries as well as learning about
employment and volunteer opportunities. It’s
informative, it’s weekly and it’s free!
Visit norwichdiocese.org/newsletter.
GREAT NEWS - WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE
ENCOUNTER HAS GONE "VIRTUAL"!
To support married couples during this time of social
distancing, Worldwide Marriage Encounter is
sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. Some are
on weekends, and some are seven sessions on
weekdays from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. Couples will
explore their individual personality styles, improve
listening and communication skills, understand
God’s plan for their marriage, and learn how to keep
their relationship a priority. Registration is limited
and a $100 application fee is required. For more
information or to apply, call Frank & Margie Pearson
at 860-337-2447 or visit them at
https://wwmectw.org/. Allow God to strengthen,
renew, rekindle and even transform your marriage
sacrament. Take time for your marriage by attending
a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience.
Please share your e-mail with The Office of Faith
Events of the Diocese of Norwich. Be the first to
know about all the virtual programs we are offering
throughout the coming year, and also receive our
own Advent and Lenten reflections! Send your email address to manicholas@norwichdiocese.net.
NEW DATE for the 4th Annual Young Adult Mass
with Bishop Cote Due to COVID, our Young Adult
Mass is POSTPONED on Sunday, January 30th, St.
Thomas Aquinas in Storrs. The new date is
Sunday, February 27th at 7pm when St. Thomas
will host Bishop Michael Cote for the 4th Annual
Diocesan Young Adult Mass. All Young Adults (ages
18 - 39, single and married) are invited and
encouraged to attend! Young Adults are welcome to
invite friends to join us! Mass with Bishop Cote will
begin at 7:00pm. We look forward to you joining us!

Please Save the Date and join us March 26, 2022
for the Virtual Spring Norwich Diocesan
Women’s Conference. Keynote speaker, author,
and certified spiritual director Liz Kelly will present
ideas from her book Love Like A Saint. The
morning will also include a message from Bishop
Cote, the naming of this year’s Our Lady Queen of
Hope Award recipient and much more all from the
comfort of your own home! For more information,
please contact The Office of Faith Events at 860848-2237, or manicholas@norwichdiocese.net.
Second Annual Our Lady Queen Of Hope Award
This Spring, during the 2022 Virtual Women’s
Conference, the Norwich Diocesan Women’s
Conference Committee will vote on and name the
recipient of the second annual Our Lady Queen of
Hope Award. This award honors a woman in the
diocese for her vision and leadership in the Catholic
Church. She displays strong faith, and is committed
to living out Catholic values, displaying leadership,
love and service, and has been a part of successful
initiatives that benefit the Church and has helped to
move parish communities forward. You can
nominate a woman of the Norwich diocese for this
award by visiting www.norwichdiocese.org
and downloading the nomination form or contacting
Marianne at manicholas@norwichdiocese.net.
ARE YOU GRIEVING FROM AN ABORTION?
Trust in the mercy of God’s love. Consider these
words from St. John Paul II to those suffering
because of abortion: “The church is aware of the
many factors which may have influenced your
decision, and she does not doubt that in many
cases it was a painful and even shattering decision.
The wound in your heart may not yet have healed.
Certainly what happened was and remains terribly
wrong. But do not give in to discouragement and do
not lose hope….The Father of mercies is ready to
give you His forgiveness and His peace in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. You will come to
understand that nothing is definitively lost and you
will also be able to ask forgiveness from your child,
who is now living in the Lord.” (Evangelium Vitae,
no. 99). Call Project Rachel, the church’s postabortion healing program, for a confidential referral
to a priest who can help: 860-861-4439.
A NOTE ABOUT PARISH REGISTRATION
If you regularly worship with us, we invite you to
register with St. Philip parish. This allows us to
provide accurate census data to the diocese.
Registration forms (green) are in the vestibule.
Please return them to the office. Thank you.

Love one another as I have loved you. As you do
unto the least of your brothers, you do unto me.
St. Joseph’s Living Center, The ONLY Catholic
healthcare facility in the Norwich Diocese, is
seeking volunteers to join our chapel team assisting
during 11 am daily Mass. We also need volunteers
to join our Vigil Team as we support our residents
on their journey to eternal rest. If you hear God
calling, call Tracey Megson at 860-465-1107 x 124.
NEW ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER?
If you are moving out of the area or to a nursing
home and do or do not need envelopes, please let
us know. Please notify the office of your new
address or phone number, if you are moving but will
remain a parishioner here. This will allow us to keep
our records accurate and up to date.
LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC CDs: We have lots of
CDs you can trust to provide correct
Catholic teaching. Thank you for all your
donations that help to keep the program
going. Contact Donna Vertefeuille: 860429-4508 or email donna@vertefeuille.org.
Dear fellow parishioners,

Over a year ago, several Christian friends
encouraged me to watch the TV series, The
Chosen. It is the first crowd-funded series about the
life of Jesus. The first show was intriguing. My
friends had mentioned how it changed the way they
saw their faith and their relationship with Jesus. By
episode 4-5, I was drawn in in an amazing way.
Something began to stir in my heart. I couldn't stop
thinking about it!!! I strongly encourage you to
watch this series, especially if you want your faith to
come alive! If you have a cell phone, you can
download The Chosen App for free and go from
there. By doing this you can connect it to your
TV. You can also watch it on your
computer. Google: "How do I watch The Chosen for
free on my computer?". It will tell you everything
you have to do. I earnestly hope and pray you watch
this life changing series.
God bless you, A fellow parishioner
CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE OF NORWICH, INC.

Donate your unwanted car, truck, RV, motorcycle,
trailer, boat or camper today! All proceeds benefit
children & families in need, in CT. WE DO ALL THE
WORK. It’s fast, free, and you get a tax deduction!
www.donationangel.org/ccfsn / 1-866-434-1131.

Pregnant? Need help? CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Pregnancy and Adoption Programs provide
concrete help & answers. Call 1-800- BABYDUE,
even if you simply want to talk.
PARENTS DIVORCING AND/OR RESOLVING
CHILD CUSTODY ISSUES Are you concerned
about the effects of divorce, separation or family
disruption on your children? Catholic Charities
offers ongoing, monthly one day Parenting
Classes in Norwich, Rockville and Middletown.
A monthly 2- part Spanish/bilingual parenting
education class is held in Willimantic.
Attendance at both sessions is required for the
certificate of completion. Fees are determined by
the State of CT. Call 1-860-889-8346 x 260 info.
Natural Family Planning is scientific, safe, and is
99 % effective for conceiving or responsibly
postponing a baby. For information, call Craig and
Liz Schantz at 860-464-1184. www.ccli.org.
WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE:
Please consider putting St. Philip in your will as a
way to be remembered while supporting the ongoing
needs of the parish.
CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Due to the enormous impact of Covid-19, we are
running out of resources to help those in need within
the Diocese of Norwich. At this time, all locations
are badly in need of items such as shampoo, soap,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, etc. If you can help,
please contact one of our locations nearest you.
Norwich- 860-889-8346
New London-860-443-5328
Middletown- 860-346-0060
Willimantic-860-423-7065
“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of
these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”
Mathew 25:40

Men and Women of all ages who have suffered the loss of a
spouse due to
Death, Divorce or Separation are invited to
Beginning Experience of Connecticut for:

COPING WITH LIFE ALONE…
IN THE BEGINNING
(A One-Day Retreat …. Just for YOU!)
For those who just recently lost a spouse,
but everyone is welcome.
February 12, 2021
8:30 am to 3:30 pm
Cost: $40.00
The general topic will be dealing with grief.
This one-day retreat is meant as a prelude
to one of our Healing Weekends.
Reservations are Required:
Please contact Victoria A. at 860-993-5469
or
Info@BeginningExperiencect.org
or visit
www.BeginningExperiencect.org

The Quiet Corner Chapter of the Disabled American Vets
Are you a Veteran who has combat or service related disability and need assistance with filing for Veterans Administration
Benefits? Are you interested in learning more? We are looking for you.
Contact:
Rocky Daigle 860 – 918-0532
Barry Bernier 860 – 830-5443
The Disabled American Veterans are dedicated to a single purpose: empowering Veterans to lead high quality lives with
respect and dignity. We accomplish this by making sure Veterans and their families can access the full range of benefits
available to them; fighting for the interest of America’s injured heroes on Capitol Hill and educating the public about the great
sacrifices and needs of Veterans returning to civilian life.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Office of Faith Events
Diocese of Norwich

Enriching the Faith of Youth, Young Adults, Adults, and Families.
Please LIKE us on facebook
www.facebook.com/Office-of-Faith-Events-Diocese-of-Norwich

Get up to date info on fun,
faith-filled events!

ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH
64 Pompey Hollow Rd., Ashford, CT 06278

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Main Office
860-429-2860
Parish FAX
860-429-2860
Fr. Greg Galvin
860-429-2860
(Available outside of office hours except
Tuesday Noon through Wednesday Night)
Deacon Chris Deskus (Cell) 860-490-1539
Ann Phillips
Secretary
Patricia LaBonte
Bookkeeper
Paula Vincent
Bulletin Editor
OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM
Closed Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and also
Monday Holidays.
PARISH EMAIL & Bulletin Announcements
stphilipstjude@gmail.com
PARISH WEBSITE
https://saintphilipct.com
NEW PARISHIONERS
We are delighted to welcome you and encourage
you to register by filling out a registration form or
emailing the office.

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday
4:30 p.m.
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday
8:00 a.m.
Tuesday
8:00 a.m.
Thursday
8:00 a.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m.
CONFESSION
Saturdays 3:30-4:10 pm
SACRAMENTS
Please call the office for information on Baptism,
Marriage and Pastoral Visits.
St. Philip’s is Handicap Accessible and Air

Conditioned

