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Easter Message, 2022

My dear brothers and sisters in the risen Lord:
One of the greatest and most meaningful signs of Jesus’ Resurrection is His empty tomb. Tombs are
meant for the dead; they are not places where the living reside. However, Jesus’ tomb is very different.
“On the first day of the week” (Mark 16:2) the women who go to the Lord’s tomb are struck with
amazement when they find it empty. They were the first to hear the news that Jesus was alive. The white
robed young man whom they encountered told them: “There is no need for alarm. You are looking for Jesus
of Nazareth who was crucified. He has risen, he is not here. See, here is the place where they laid him.”
(Mark 16:6)
Yet the women were bewildered and afraid. (Mark 16:8) They are told to tell the good news to Peter
and to Jesus’ disciples. When the women tell the Eleven and those gathered with them, the majority thought
it was “pure nonsense.” (Luke 24:11) Despite the doubt expressed by the others, Peter and John went to see
the empty tomb. (John 20:3) John writes that when he himself entered the tomb; “he saw and believed.” (John
20:9)
Our own experience of Easter this year is not so different from that first one. As we listen to the report
of the empty tomb and hear that Jesus is alive, we can likewise experience the amazement and bewilderment
of this great event. We recall that, in the midst of the grief that must have been overwhelming to the disciples
of our Lord following his Passion and Death comes the news that He is alive; He has risen from the dead.
Confronting His disciples’ fear and guilt, Jesus greets them with His Peace. Through the power of the
Resurrection, Jesus does the same for us today as well. Filled with His Spirit, we are now called to carry on
the Lord’s mission. We are empowered to bring His peace to the world.
Like on that first Easter, Jesus greets us with those powerful, life-giving words, “Peace be with you.”
(John: 20:20) His peace calms fears, restores courage, and strengthens virtue. As Jesus reveals God to us,
we must make Jesus real to others. In our words as well as our deeds we must show others that Jesus is alive
in us.
My dear brothers and sisters, even in the midst of our own challenges, suffering and that of our world
today, we are called to rejoice this Easter in the good news of the empty tomb and Jesus’ Resurrection. Like
the women who went to the tomb in the early hours of that first Easter, we are tasked with sharing this good
news with everyone. Each day, may we come to know the power of Jesus’ Resurrection, the power to live His
Gospel and bring His peace into our world today.
Please be assured of my prayerful closeness to you all; may you and your loved ones have a truly
blessed and grace-filled Easter!
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Bishop of Norwich

April 17, 2022
Easter Sunday
†Mass Schedule and Intentions†
Holy Sat Apr 16,
8:00 pm Mass
† Liam Patrick Boyce by His Family
Easter Sun Apr 17, 9:00 am Mass
† John Shea, Birthday Remembrance
by Anne & Daughters
Easter Sun Apr 17, 11:00 am Mass
† Ruth Yulo by Ralph Yulo
Mon Apr 18,
7:00 pm Mass
† Artie Kohs by Father Greg
Tue Apr 19,
8:00 am Mass
† Amalia Zaicek by the Zaicek & Zabik Families
Thu Apr 21,
8:00 am Mass
† Anita Murphy by Ralph Yulo
Fri Apr 22,
8:00 am Mass
† Jimmy Clifford by Roger & Mary Bowen
Adoration following Mass; Divine Mercy
Chaplet at 1:50 pm; Benediction 2:00 pm
Sat Apr 23,
3:30-4:10 pm Confession
Sat Apr 23,
4:30 pm Mass
† John Doughty, Sr. by Roger & Ann Phillips
Sun Apr 24,
9:00 am Mass
† Roger Proulx by Ann Applegarth
Sun Apr 24,
11:00 am Mass
† Liam Patrick Boyce by His Family

Church open: Mon-Thurs, 9:30-2:30 & Fri Adoration.
very much to all those who financially
support our parish.
SECOND COLLECTIONS
This week: Easter Offering.
Next week: Maintenance & Fuel Offering.
Coffee and Donuts in Parish Center after
9:00 am & before 11:00 am Sunday Mass!
Office closed Monday, April 18, 2022.
THE EASTER SEASON LASTS FOR 50 DAYS.
Fr. Greg would like to spend the
money collected from flower donations
to continually replenish the flowers
during this season. Please look
for Flower Offering envelopes in the
Church before and after Easter for this purpose.
SPRING CLEANUP AT ST. PHILIP CEMETERY
Please remove all Christmas
flowers or they will be thrown
out. Thank you.
Divine Mercy Candle is lit for
Glenn Lagasse,
as requested by the family.

PARISH MEETINGS IN THE PARISH CENTER
Women’s Bible Study:
Tues, Apr 19, 10:00 am.
Knights of Columbus:
Tues, May 3, 7:00 pm.
Ed Conlan’s Bible Study will resume in the fall.
CCD CLASSES Sundays, 9:50-10:50am.
PRAYER LIST: Please call the office 860-4292860 or email stphilipstjude@gmail.com.
PRAYER LIST: Joan Aras, Tom B., John Bergeron,
Sr., Paul Brozyna, Patty C., James Clark, Beverly
Cosgrove, Sandra Cote, Deacon Chris Deskus,
Charles Dobrowolski, Kyle Ernst, Elaine Fortier,
Beth & Mark Georger, Jackie Goble, Glenn
Lagasse, M.M., Bobby M., Lydia Manifold, Jill
Mindek, Scott Morey, Jackie Mozzicato, Virgil
Norton, Beverly Nuccio, Janet P., Joan P., S.P.,
Scott Page, Dan Panciera, Terry Perkins, Marsha
Peters, Mikey Peters, Pauline Picard, Ted &
Rosemarie Piecyk, Emile Poirier, Heather Poulin,
Dawn Pringle, Rosanne, Rich R., Alina S., Larry &
Kate Single, Linda Stout, Jesse, Alicia, Mason and
Naia, John Studley, Sheila Taylor, Ginny Todd, Phil
Tripoli, Jan Turansky, MaryJane Tynan, Terri
Warren, Willow, Becky Z, J.M.Z., Sara Zeumer.
GARDEN ENTHUSIASTS: Volunteers are needed
to help with the upkeep of flowers and
plants around the church and rectory
areas. Please contact Jean Piecyk @
860-429-8665 for more details.
The annual St. Philip's Palm Sunday Bake Sale
was a great success. A special thanks to
Rose Bergeron, Linda Joyal, Nancy Conlon,
and Kathy Hollister for organizing and
supervising the bake sale and especially to all the
wonderful parishioners who baked and supported
the event. Your generosity and compassion for
helping others in a time of desperate need was
beneficial. The winners of the stuffed rabbits and
chocolate bunny basket were: Cecilia Mette and
Alex Vertefeuille. The proceeds will be given to the
Diocese of Norwich Ukrainian Relief Fund. The bake
sale and raffle netted $1300 to the fund. Thank you.
Diocesan Pro-Life Mass Cathedral of St. Patrick in
Norwich on Sat, May 7 at 8:30 A.M. Please join our
celebrant Rev. Walter Nagle at Mass as we pray to
end abortion and for healing for those who have had
an abortion. Following the Mass, the Rachel Rosary
will be prayed at the Cathedral. A brunch in the
Cathedral Hall will follow the Rosary this month.
Thank you for your
generous contributions of
$4,928 for Ukraine.

KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS
COUNCIL 06934
KofC sponsors
breakfast sandwiches,
coffee, tea, and donuts
after the 9 a.m. Sunday
Mass in the Parish Center.

Called to Holiness Silent Retreat: June 17-19,
2022 The Immaculate Conception Center, Putnam,
CT is pleased to offer a retreat for Catholics seeking
to renew and deepen their faith. The “Called to
Holiness” silent retreat provides participants with an
opportunity to encounter the Lord’s presence in an
atmosphere of contemplation and prayer.
Reflections and Scriptural meditations will be offered
by a team of lay and religious retreat guides.
Spiritual direction will be available throughout the
weekend. Cost of the retreat is $160 per person
($80 for commuters). Space is limited, call 860-9287955 or visit immaculateconceptioncenter.org
to secure your reservation.

CT RETROUVAILLE WEEKEND – Has your
marriage become troubled and stressed, unloving or
uncaring? Are you thinking of divorce or separation?
The Retrouvaille program can help. Retrouvaille
provides tools to improve communication, resolve
conflicts fairly, and re-discover why you fell in love.
The next Retrouvaille weekend in Connecticut
is April 22-24, 2022. For info call confidentially 800470-2230, email cherylandsteve@cox.net, or our
website www.helpourmarriage.com for info.

The next sale is scheduled for May
14 – 29, 2022. Sorting of books will
begin a couple of weeks before the
sale, days and times to be determined. If you would
like to help sort books, please contact Shirley at
(860) 455-9829.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

April is National Child Abuse Prevention Month
throughout the United States. This month
recognizes the importance of families and
communities working together to prevent child
abuse and neglect. The Diocese of Norwich, our
parishes, schools, and ministries, take child
protection as a top priority. We are working each
day to provide safe places for our young people to
learn and grow in their faith. Through the work on
the say “NO, GO TELL” curriculum, conversations
and support, we will continue to strive for safe
environments for all our young people and
vulnerable adults to have safe places and
opportunities to flourish and share their faith.
HOLY FAMILY PASSIONIST RETREAT CENTER
Theme: In the Spirit of Trust
www.holyfamilyretreat.org/themed-retreats.The
most important trust we can have is trust in God.
Our retreat explores how trust is gained and lost.
We will share our faith experiences of trusting in
God’s providence and help one another build a
foundation for lasting trust in the one who created us
and loves us. The retreat begins with dinner 6-7:30
pm on Friday and ends Sunday with Mass at 10:45
am followed by brunch. Upcoming women’s dates:
April 22- 24, June 3-5.

ADAMS
CREMATION
Willimantic, CT
Local Provider of
Low-Cost Direct
Cremations

860-465-7402
adamscremationct.com

ADVERTISE IN OUR BULLETIN
$200 for six months for
an ad this size:
$300 for a double-sized
ad. Discount for an
entire year is $550 for a
double ad.
Funeral Homes will
receive a triple-sized ad.
Ads may be submitted each year in July and
January to the Parish Office email:
stphilipstjude@gmail.com. If you or someone
you know would like to advertise and support the
Church bulletin, please let us know.

PLEASE JOIN US: 2022 ACA MINISTRY FAIR
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
The 2022 Ministry Fair showcasing our Diocesan
ministries and programs will be held May 15, 2022,
11–12:30, in Norwich. We will offer a complimentary
continental breakfast throughout this open house
style event. If you would like to attend this event to
learn how donations to the 2022 Annual Catholic
Appeal, “One Faith, One Family”, support our
ministries and programs please contact Rosela
Precopio at 860-886-1928 ext. 110 or
dodadm@norwichdiocese.net for further details or to
register for this event. Reservations and RSVP by
May 2nd are required due to space limitations.
RACHEL’S VINEYARD RETREAT WEEKEND ~ If
you are silently grieving or suffering from an
abortion, experience the healing love of Jesus Christ
on a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat. The weekend
healing process includes discussions, Living
Scripture with meditations, the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, a Memorial Service and Mass of
Entrustment. Participation is confidential and offers
an opportunity to experience God’s love,
forgiveness and compassion. Both women and men
have participated in past retreats. For info, call
Marie at 203-631-9030 or e-mail her at
mlaffin@prolifeministry.org; or visit the national
website at www.rachelsvineyard.org.
“PROJECT RACHEL” is our Diocesan ministry
for anyone seeking healing and forgiveness from
an abortion. Priests in the Project Rachel
ministry are there for you with God’s Grace and
Mercy. Call 860-861-4439. All inquiries are
confidential.
CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE OF NORWICH
Thank you to all who have answered our
prayers and have supported Catholic
Charities in the past. As many still struggle
through these tough economic times,
Catholic Charities continues to help those most in
need. We are currently in need of, and are
collecting, toiletries for adults and children –
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, shampoo,
conditioner, and deodorant. Donations can be
brought to any one of our four locations.
Visit ccfsn.org or call 860-889-8346 for more info.
Thank you once again for your help in creating hope
for our neighbors in need.
Norwich- 860-889-8346
New London-860-443-5328
Middletown- 860-346-0060
Willimantic-860-423-7065

EAST CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL Our Admissions
Team is welcoming a new group of candidates
taking our placement exam on April 19th at 9:30 am.
Exams can also be scheduled at your convenience
on an individual basis by contacting Chad Malone at
malonec@echs.com. We continue with our Shadow
Day program, family tours and enrollment process.
Our Incoming Freshmen Social and Parent
Orientation is scheduled for May 13th at East
Catholic. More details to follow!
CATHOLIC CHARITIES, DIOCESE OF NORWICH, INC.

Donate your unwanted car, truck, RV, motorcycle,
trailer, boat or camper today! All proceeds benefit
children & families in need, in CT. WE DO ALL THE
WORK. It’s fast, free, and you get a tax deduction!
www.donationangel.org/ccfsn / 1-866-434-1131.
ADORATION ON FRIDAYS AT ST. PHILIP’S
After 8:00 am Mass, Adoration will begin
about 8:40 am and end at 2:00 pm. Please
consider joining us for an hour or as much
time as your schedule allows.
Ladies! A Beautiful Weekend is planned for you!
ACTS Retreat for Women
May 12-15, 2022
Sponsored by Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish,
Coventry/Storrs
Retreat Location: Enders Island Retreat Center,
Mystic, CT
Come join a group of Catholic women who will
present an ACTS weekend retreat under the
guidance of a Catholic Guide. The retreat theme is
“Behold, I make all things new.” (Rev. 21:5)
The retreat is held at Enders Island, Mystic.
Transportation is provided. Ladies, treat yourself to
a weekend away with Our Lord in a beautiful setting
by the sea, with delicious meals, and fellowship with
an amazing group of women from the parish and
surrounding area. What a beautiful Mother’s Day
Gift! Gentlemen, treat that special lady in your life
with this wonderful gift. We have a special reduced
rate for all first-time retreatants. Scholarships are
also available for those who qualify.
Want to know more? Contact Elizabeth Percy at
tiggpercy@hotmail.com. Registration information is
available at ACTSCT.org. Under Retreats, Women,
May 12-15 at Enders.
PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS/POSTULANTS
Take a Post Card from the vestibule for any or all of
our seminarians/postulants. Pray, write a brief note
if you choose and drop it in the mail. Let your future
priests/sisters know you are supporting them and
ask them to pray for you. May God continue to send
us shepherds after his own heart.

LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC CDs: We have lots of
CDs you can trust to provide correct
Catholic teaching. Thank you for all your
donations that help to keep the program
going. Contact Donna Vertefeuille: 860429-4508 or email donna@vertefeuille.org.

A NOTE ABOUT PARISH REGISTRATION
If you regularly worship with us, we invite you to
register with St. Philip parish. This allows us to
provide accurate census data to the diocese.
Registration forms (green) are in the vestibule.
Please return them to the office. Thank you.

Marriage Preparation Classes to Meet Virtually
With the uncertainty surrounding Covid-19, the
Catholic Family Services Office will be offering
virtual or one-on-one marriage preparation classes
for engaged couples. Couples getting married
should contact Mary-Jo McLaughlin at the Catholic
Family Services Office to establish class dates. She
can be reached Mon – Wed at 860-848-2237, Ext
312 or email: mmclaughlin@norwichdiocese.net.
Natural Family Planning is scientific, safe, and is
99 % effective for conceiving or responsibly
postponing a baby. For information, call Craig and
Liz Schantz at 860-464-1184. www.ccli.org.

Pregnant? Need help? CATHOLIC CHARITIES
Pregnancy and Adoption Programs provide
concrete help & answers. Call 1-800- BABYDUE,
even if you simply want to talk.

WHEN PLANNING YOUR ESTATE:
Please consider putting St. Philip in your will as a
way to be remembered while supporting the ongoing
needs of the parish.

PARENTS DIVORCING AND/OR RESOLVING
CHILD CUSTODY ISSUES Are you concerned
about the effects of divorce, separation or family
disruption on your children? Catholic Charities
offers ongoing, monthly one day Parenting
Classes in Norwich, Rockville and Middletown.
A monthly 2- part Spanish/bilingual parenting
education class is held in Willimantic.
Attendance at both sessions is required for the
certificate of completion. Fees are determined by
the State of CT. Call 1-860-889-8346 x 260 info.

NORWICH DIOCESE Newsletter will keep you
updated with news, upcoming events and spiritual
reflection. Discover the good work being done in our
two dozen ministries as well as learn about
employment and volunteer opportunities. It’s
informative, it’s weekly and it’s free!
Visit norwichdiocese.org/newsletter.
Please share your e-mail with The Office of Faith
Events of the Diocese of Norwich. Learn about
the virtual programs we offer throughout the year,
and also receive Advent and Lenten reflections!
Email: manicholas@norwichdiocese.net.
NEW ADDRESS OR PHONE NUMBER? If you are
moving out of the area or to a nursing home and do
or do not need envelopes, please let us know your
new address or phone number. This will allow us to
keep our records accurate and up to date.
Love one another as I have loved you. As you do
unto the least of your brothers, you do unto me.
St. Joseph’s Living Center, The ONLY Catholic
healthcare facility in the Norwich Diocese, is
seeking volunteers to join our chapel team assisting
during 11 am daily Mass. We also need volunteers
to join our Vigil Team as we support our residents
on their journey to eternal rest. If you hear God
calling, call Tracey Megson at 860-465-1107 x 124.

Dear fellow parishioners,

Over a year ago, several Christian friends
encouraged me to watch the TV series, The
Chosen, a crowd-funded series about the life of
Jesus. My friends said it changed the way they saw
their faith and their relationship with Jesus. By
episode 4-5, something began to stir in my heart. I
couldn't stop thinking about it!!! If you have a cell
phone, you can download The Chosen App for free
and go from there. By doing this you can connect it
to your TV. You can also watch it on your
computer. Google: "How do I watch The Chosen for
free on my computer?". It will tell you everything
you have to do. I earnestly hope and pray you watch
this life changing series.
God bless you, A fellow parishioner

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is sponsoring a
variety of in-person and virtual marriage
experiences, some on weekends and some on
seven weekdays. Couples will explore their
relationship with each other, God, and the
Church. Registration is limited and a $100
application fee is required. For more information or
to apply, call Frank & Margie Pearson at 860-3372447 or visit them at https://wwmectw.org/.
Rejoice! Jesus has risen. May you experience new
life in your marriage. Sign up today to attend one of
the upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Experiences: May 21-22 in East Hampton, CT,
and June 24-26 in Huntington, NY (Long Island)

CATHOLIC CHARITIES is celebrating our 100th
Anniversary on May 14th at 6:00 PM at Mystic
Aquarium! The Centennial Celebration will be fun for
the whole family with face painting, a scavenger
hunt, raffle, silent auction, and various food stations,
while enjoying all the amenities of Mystic Aquarium.
Come celebrate this amazing milestone with
us! Tickets: $100.00 per adult, children 12 and
under are free (Limit 2 children per
adult). Visit ccfsn.org or call Sally at 203-556-0115
for more information. Sponsorships available!
Diocese of Norwich Outreach to Haiti Annual
Fundraiser
Diocese of Norwich Outreach to Haiti will host its
14th annual For the Love of a Child Charity Gala,
Saturday, April 23, 2022 at A Villa Louisa, 60 Villa
Louisa Rd., Bolton, CT. The Most Reverend
Michael R. Cote, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese of
Norwich, invites you to join him. A silent auction will
feature tickets to Bushnell and Goodspeed Shows,
and to Red Sox & Yankee Games, a Kentucky
Bourbon Trail Trip, Haitian Artwork, and Baskets of
Cheer. Cocktails are at 6:30, followed by dinner.
The price is $100 per person. Please RSVP on-line
www.outreachtohaiti.org or call Outreach office at
860 800 3601.
For nearly 40 years, Outreach has been
helping our Haitian brothers and sisters throughout
the Archdiocese of Port-au-Prince, including the
Christ Roi (Christ the King) neighborhood and
through parishes twinned with US parishes. Your gift
helps support many thousands of families, aiding
the very poor with medical and health care services,
food and nutrition, education scholarships, small
business development, and many more services.
Thank you for your support!

The Quiet Corner Chapter of the Disabled American Vets

Are you a Veteran who has combat or service related disability and need assistance with filing for Veterans Administration
Benefits? Are you interested in learning more? We are looking for you.
Contact:
Rocky Daigle 860 – 918-0532
Barry Bernier 860 – 830-5443
The Disabled American Veterans are dedicated to a single purpose: empowering Veterans to lead high quality lives with
respect and dignity. We accomplish this by making sure Veterans and their families can access the full range of benefits
available to them; fighting for the interest of America’s injured heroes on Capitol Hill and educating the public about the great
sacrifices and needs of Veterans returning to civilian life.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Office of Faith Events
Diocese of Norwich

Enriching the Faith of Youth, Young Adults, Adults, and Families.
Please LIKE us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/Office-of-Faith-Events-Diocese-of-Norwich

Get up to date info on fun,
faith-filled events!

ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH
64 Pompey Hollow Rd., Ashford, CT 06278

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Main Office
860-429-2860
Parish FAX
860-429-2860
Fr. Greg Galvin
860-429-2860
(Available outside of office hours except
Tuesday Noon through Wednesday Night)
Deacon Chris Deskus (Cell) 860-490-1539
Ann Phillips
Secretary
Patricia LaBonte
Bookkeeper
Paula Vincent
Bulletin Editor
OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM
Closed Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and also
Monday Holidays.
PARISH EMAIL & Bulletin Announcements
stphilipstjude@gmail.com
PARISH WEBSITE
https://saintphilipct.com
NEW PARISHIONERS
We are delighted to welcome you and encourage
you to register by filling out a registration form or
emailing the office.

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday
4:30 p.m.
Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Sunday
11:00 a.m.
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday
8:00 a.m.
Tuesday
8:00 a.m.
Thursday
8:00 a.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m.
CONFESSION
Saturdays 3:30-4:10 pm
SACRAMENTS
Please call the office for information on Baptism,
Marriage and Pastoral Visits.
St. Philip’s is Handicap Accessible and Air

Conditioned

