
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH 

64 Pompey Hollow Rd., Ashford, CT 06278  

 

 

Father Michael Giannitelli, Pastor 
OFFICE: 860-429-2860 

 
 

 

 
TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Main Office   860-429-2860 
Parish FAX   860-429-2860 
Ann Phillips   Secretary 
Patricia LaBonte    Bookkeeper 
Paula Vincent    Bulletin Editor 
 

OFFICE HOURS  
Monday through Thursday 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM 
Closed Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and also 
Monday Holidays. 
 

PARISH EMAIL & Bulletin Announcements 
stphilipstjude@gmail.com 
 

PARISH WEBSITE 
https://saintphilipct.com 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS  
We are delighted to welcome you and 
encourage you to register by filling out a 
registration form or emailing the office. 
 

 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE  
Saturday        4:30 p.m.  
Sunday        9:00 a.m.  
Sunday              11:00 a.m.  
 

DAILY MASS SCHEDULE  
Tuesday  8:00 a.m.  
Wednesday 8:00 a.m.  
Thursday     8:00 a.m.  
Friday         8:00 a.m.  
ADORATION Fridays 8:30 a.m. to Noon 
 

CONFESSION: Saturdays 3:30-4:00 pm 
 

SACRAMENTS  
Please call the office for information on Baptism, 
Marriage, and Pastoral Visits. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Please contact the Parish Office for assistance 
 

St. Philip’s is Handicap Accessible and 
Air Conditioned 

 

mailto:stphilipstjude@gmail.com
https://saintphilipct.com/


December 28, 2025 
The Holy Family of  

Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

† Mass Schedule and Intentions† 
   Mass Readings start on page 825 

Sat     Dec 27,   3:30-4:00 pm Confession  
Sat     Dec 27,   4:30 pm Mass 
† Brian (BJ) Nadeau by Shirley McCaughey & Family 

† Thomas J. Heaney, 13th Anniversary 
 by Ron & Mychelle Bora 

Sun    Dec 28,   9:00 am Mass 
† Jill Mindek by St. Philip Choir 
† Carl Ouellette, 11th Anniversary by Judy Ouellette 

Sun    Dec 28, 11:00 am Mass 
For Our Parish 
Tues        Dec 30,  8:00 am Mass 

† Liam P. Boyce by His Family 
Wed    Dec 31,  8:00 am Mass: St. Sylvester I, Pope 

For the Sick of Our Parish 

Holy Day: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Thurs Jan 1,    9:00 am Mass: World Day of Prayer for Peace 

Fri      Jan 2,     8:00 am Mass: St. Basil the Great and St. 
Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops 

† Liam Patrick Boyce by His Family 
† Murland & Jeannette Bradley by The Family 

NEW YEAR: NO ADORATION  
Sat     Jan 3,      3:30-4:00 pm Confession  
Sat     Jan 3,      4:30 pm Mass 
Sun    Jan 4,      9:00 am Mass 
† John & Catherine Postemski 
† Jill Mindek by St. Philip Choir 
Sun    Jan 4,    11:00 am Mass 
Sun    Jan 4,     Baptism: Charlotte Fredrick 

 

    As of January 1, 2026,  
all Mass Intentions are $15. 
 

If you have a Mass Intention for a loved one, 
please bring up the gifts during that Mass. 
 

If you need the Eucharist brought to you at Mass, 
please raise your hand after Communion, the 
Eucharistic Minister will bring it to you. 

 

THE PRAYER BASKET is for your special 
intentions to be placed on the altar during Mass. 

 

Coffee and Donuts in Parish Center after 
the 9 am & before 11 am Mass on Sunday.  
Church open: Mon-Thurs, 9:30-2:30 & Fri Adoration 
Office closed Thurs, Jan 1st for New Year’s Day 

 

If the weather is bad, please stay 
home and don’t come to Mass.  

We want you to be safe. 
 

        Divine Mercy Candle is lit for 
    Cameron Wilcox, Birthday Wishes 

    requested by Caroline Doughty.         
 

Blessed Mother Candle is lit for  
Liam P. Boyce and His Family. 

 

PRAYER LIST: For current requests please call 
860-429-2860 or email stphilipstjude@gmail.com. 
PRAYER LIST: Cassidy A., Theresa Agosta, Joe 
Allevo, Lynne Allevo, Kenneth Beaudoin, John 
Bergeron, Sr., Brian Berry, Tammy Breard, Rick 
Brennan, Robert & Denise Burgess, Lorraine Carty, 
Jack Chamberlain, Sr., Elizabeth Clifford, Jessica D., 
Terry Decker, Yvette Dionne, Robert Drake, Sharon 
Godere, C.H., Carol and Tim Hall, Maria Jednaki, 
Andrew Jendrysik, Joshua, John K., David Kaiko, 
JoAnn Kepple, Melinda King, Steven King, Linda L., 
Mary Manning, Roger Marinelli, Eileen Molnar, Nick 
Mucha, Brenda Nixon, Lewis Nixon, Barbara O’Reilly, 
Elijah Ortiz, J. P., Diane Peed, Pauline Picard, 
Mariela Porcello, Gail Ricca, Michael Ricca, James 
Smith, Pat Stenglein, Al St. Louis, John Studley, 
Anne Sylvia, Sgt. Ed Thompson, J. W., Jocelyne & 
Greg Wakefield, Sue Wilcox, Cal Williams.  

 

PARISH MEETINGS 

Boy Scout Leaders Mon, Jan 5, 7 pm. 
Women’s Bible Study Tues, Jan 6, 9:30 am “Finding 
God in Suffering.”  
Knights of Columbus Tues, Jan 6, 7 pm. 
Cor Meeting for Catholic Men, Wednesday, January 
14, 2026, 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. in the Parish Center. It 
is a great time for fraternity, friendship, prayer and 
faith formation. Water and snacks are provided. A 
short inspirational video is shown and discussion 
follows. Come join us! 
 

GIFT CARDS ARE NEEDED Please 

consider donating a card from Walmart, 
Stop & Shop, Big Y, or Gas station Cards 
for requests that come from the needy in our 
community. Put them in an envelope marked 
"office" and place them in the collection basket. 

The need is great! Thank you 
 

SAVE THE DATE: We will have an 
Italian Dinner (lasagna and eggplant) on 
Saturday, January 17, 2026 after the 4:30 pm Mass 
with proceeds going toward maintenance of the 
church. SNOW DATE: Sunday, Jan 18, 2026 at 
3:00 p.m. Tickets will go on sale starting the 
weekend of December 27/28. Tickets are $10 for 
adults 16+ and under 16 free. 
 

The Jubilee Year proclaimed by Pope Francis will 
end on Epiphany. Special graces, called 
Indulgences, are available to pilgrims at Saint 
Patrick Cathedral. On Sunday, January 4, 2026, at 
2:00 p.m. we will have Adoration and pray the 
Liturgy of the Hours along with confessions so the 
faithful may have one last opportunity to participate 
in the Holy Year graces. Please join Bishop Reidy 
and our priests on Epiphany at the 
Cathedral. Please see the Diocesan website,  
www.norwichdiocese.org, for more details.  

mailto:stphilipstjude@gmail.com
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Pilgrims of Hope  
Holy Family Retreat Team, W. Hartford, CT 
Women's Retreat: January 23-25, 2026,  
Men’s Retreat April 10-12, 2026. Please 

join us at Holy Family to celebrate our 75th 

Anniversary of retreat ministry. Together, we can 
pursue that blessed goal, life with God as beloved 
companions and pilgrims of hope. Faith is a 
journey! Last year, just months before his 
passing, Pope Francis called for a jubilee year 
with the theme “Pilgrims of Hope.” As “Pilgrims 
of Hope” we must be willing to take risks, to 
make the effort to understand God’s call and to 
grow in our faith. The pilgrim doesn’t travel 
aimlessly but allows God to be the North Star, 
leading us to discover that God is at the heart of 
our journey. Call 860-760-9705 or visit 
holyfamilyretreat.org/. Our Church promoters: 
Burtie 617-939-4234, Marsha 860-429-4926 
 

If you receive an email from Father 
Michael, please be aware that 
Father will never contact you by 
email and fraudulent emails have been received 
claiming to come from him. The following spam 
has been received recently: 

 

2026 CALENDARS are available in the Vestibule. 
Please be sure to take one home. 
 
 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 
BLOOD DRIVE 

Tuesday, Dec 30th, 11 am – 4 pm  
at St. Philip’s Parish Center. 
Please call 1-800-733-2767 or visit: 
https://www.redcrossblood.org/ 
to schedule your appointment.  

 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
Thank you very much for the opportunity to 

speak at Mass and thank you to everyone who has 
already donated. At this point, I have raised about 
2/3 of my goal. I am truly grateful for your 
generosity and support.  
If you would like and are able to help support my 
pilgrimage to Poland, donations may be given by 
check or cash to the parish office or placed in the 
collection basket with my name written on the 
envelope. 
I have also placed a book on one of the side tables 
at the back of the church where you may write your 
prayer intentions. I will be bringing those intentions 
with me on my pilgrimage. 
My pilgrimage will take place from March 12 to 
March 22, and I will be fundraising until then. Your 
prayers, both now and throughout the journey, are 
deeply appreciated. 

-Madeline Vertefeuille 
 
 
 

 
 

If you are an adult 
interested in receiving 
the Sacrament of 

Confirmation, please contact the Office 860-429-
2860 for more information about a virtual 6-week 
class beginning in January, 2026. 
 

Diocesan Pro-Life Mass at the Cathedral of Saint 
Patrick, 213 Broadway, Norwich, CT, on Saturday, 
Jan 3, 2026, at 8:30 am. Please join our celebrant, 
Rev. Walter Nagle, at Mass as we pray to end 
abortion and for healing for those who have had an 
abortion. Breakfast and fellowship following Mass. 
 
Marriage Help Program (local) January 30-Feb 1. 
Do you wish you felt happier in your marriage? 
Retrouvaille, a Catholic-based ministry, provides 
tools to help you communicate better, resolve 
conflicts, and rediscover a loving marriage. The 
next local weekend starts on January 30th. For 
information, call confidentially 1-860-837-0447, 
email connecticut-wmass@helpourmarriage.org or 
go to our website  www.helpourmarriage.org. 

https://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
mailto:connecticut-wmass@helpourmarriage.org
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 

 

For more information 
regarding registration 
and to register, 
follow the link below 
Steubenville East 
2026 Preliminary 
Registration – Fill out 
form. Each registrant 
requires a $75 
deposit. 
Registration and 
deposits are due by 
02/01/2026 
Late registration will 
result in a price 
increase. 
 

BECOME A CERTIFIED SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR: 
The Franciscan University School of Spiritual 
Direction is offering an Open House for those 
interested in training to be certified Spiritual Directors 
at their satellite program in Putnam, CT. The Open 
House is at 7 PM on Thursday, January 29, 2026, at 
the Immaculate Conception Center (600 Liberty Hwy, 
Putnam, CT). All are welcome to attend; no prior 
training is required. For info, please call 860-928-

7955 or visit: immaculateconceptioncenter.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADAMS  
CREMATION 

Willimantic, CT 
Local Provider of 
Low-Cost Direct 

Cremations 

860-465-7402 
adamscremationct.com 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LPtprkj-9EyAbebMVME03KkEqeOkryhChWLt3AnqIfhUMllaUVFKWjc3UkgxQzRYS0EwR0VBMU82Ry4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LPtprkj-9EyAbebMVME03KkEqeOkryhChWLt3AnqIfhUMllaUVFKWjc3UkgxQzRYS0EwR0VBMU82Ry4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LPtprkj-9EyAbebMVME03KkEqeOkryhChWLt3AnqIfhUMllaUVFKWjc3UkgxQzRYS0EwR0VBMU82Ry4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=LPtprkj-9EyAbebMVME03KkEqeOkryhChWLt3AnqIfhUMllaUVFKWjc3UkgxQzRYS0EwR0VBMU82Ry4u
http://immaculateconceptioncenter.org/


In search of the perfect Christmas gift for your 
better half? Give the gift of retreat! 
Couples Retreat - Pilgrims of Hope 
February 13-15, 2026. Holy Family Passionist 
Retreat Center - West Hartford, CT  
Explore our theme, Pilgrims of Hope, together. 
Holy Family’s annual Couples’ Retreat includes our 
Gourmet Valentine's dinner and offers an opportunity to 
step back from the chaos of everyday life and grow in 
love, with God and with one another. For more 
information or to register for retreat 
visit holyfamilyretreat.org/calendar/couples or call our 
registrar Ted at 860-760-9705. 

 

 
 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
“And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.” Colossians 3:17. Giving thanks to 
God and using our words and actions to give all glory to 
God is the foundation of living a stewardship lifestyle. 
We were made in God’s image and likeness, gratitude 
and generosity is in our DNA. As beloved sons and 
daughters of God, we are all part of God’s family.  Using 
our gifts to help others is our gift back to God and helps 
grow the Body of Christ here on earth and establishes a 
pathway to Heaven for each of us. 
 

The Young Adult Ministry of Blessed Sacrament 
Parish is planning a pilgrimage to Poland from May 
22- May 31, 2026. Pilgrims will experience sites 
associated with Pope St. John Paul II, St. 
Maximillian Kolbe, and Saint Faustina. Additionally, 
they will enjoy the natural beauty of the Tatras 
Mountains and the gorgeous cityscapes of Poland's 
old towns and cities. We invite young adults to 
prayerfully consider joining the pilgrimage. More 
information can be found by visiting  
https://www.blessedsacramentct.org/Evangelization
/Young-Adults/Poland-Pilgrimage-2026 or 
emailing jacob.marie@cath-comm.org  
 

 
Pro-Life Pilgrimage to the 2026 March For Life in 
Washington, DC 
Join our Bishop in 
representing our Norwich 
Diocese by peacefully and 
joyfully witnessing to the 
sanctity of all human life, and 
the beauty and dignity of 
every human person. We 
begin with a Mass for the 
Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Norwich on 
Thursday, January 22, 2026 
at 7:30 PM (Everyone is 
welcome to attend). We travel overnight via Deluxe 
Motorcoach and in the morning attend the National 
Prayer For Life Mass at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, 
D.C. Our next leg leads us to the National Mall, with a 
little free time to visit the Smithsonian Museums if 
desired (see the Declaration of Independence, 
Constitution, & Bill of Rights, for our Nation’s 250th 
Birthday!), followed by the March For Life Rally with 
National Pro-Life speakers, Clergy and politicians 
speaking on the defense of the unborn and the 
upholding of their legal and constitutional rights. Then 
we participate in the largest, peaceful Pro-Life 
Demonstration in the World with hundreds of 
thousands Marching up Constitutional Avenue For 
Life, passing Congress and ending at the Supreme 
Court. And in this 24 hr.+ sacrifice, we bond together 
to help rebuild a ‘Civilization of Life and Love’ in our 
Country, praying for an end to abortion, and the 
change of hearts. Cost is $55, graciously subsidized 
by our Diocesan Knights of Columbus Councils, 
Parish Guilds, and caring individuals. For further 
information and to register pls. call Alvania, Office of 
Evangelization & Discipleship Ministry, at 860-848-
2237 ext. 304 atejada@norwichdiocese.net 
Registration with credit/debit card payments can be 
made at bit.ly/VANCO  
 

 

https://www.holyfamilyretreat.org/calendar/couples
https://www.blessedsacramentct.org/Evangelization/Young-Adults/Poland-Pilgrimage-2026
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A NOTE ABOUT PARISH REGISTRATION  
If you regularly worship with us, 
please register with St. Philip parish 
to provide accurate census data to 
the diocese. Return registration 
forms (orange) from the vestibule to the office. 
 
A STUDY COMMISSIONED by the Knights of 
Columbus revealed that 75% of Catholic young 
people who had seriously considered priesthood or 
religious life felt that they were never encouraged 
to pursue that vocation by anyone. Do you know 
someone who would make a good religious or 
priest? Why not tell them? Your encouragement 
might be all that they need. 
 
Crossroads 4 Christ (C4C) is pleased to 
announce our newest local chapter: C4C Storrs!  
Young adults aged 18-39 are invited to join us for 
formation, fellowship, and prayer. Gatherings will 
be on Thursday nights at 6 PM in the "Upper 
Room" at St. Thomas Aquinas chapel 
in Storrs. Whether you are a longtime C4C 
attendee, or you have never heard of us before, we 
invite you to come and join your fellow young adult 
Catholics in community and faith. Visit 
crossroads4christ.org/ for details. 
 
ADVERTISE IN OUR BULLETIN 
$200 for six months for a small ad.  
$300 for a double-sized ad. Discount for an entire 
year is $550 for a double ad. Funeral Homes will 
receive a triple-sized ad. Ads may be submitted to the 
Parish email: stphilipstjude@gmail.com. If you or 
someone you know would like to advertise and  
support the Church bulletin, please contact us. 

 
ALTAR SERVERS: Fr. Michael would 
like parents to consider having their 
daughter or son volunteer for the 
privilege of serving at the altar during 
Mass. If interested, please contact Ann in the office 
860-429-2860. 
 
REMINDER: If you do not use our church 
envelopes and would like an end-of-the-year 
include your check or cash in an envelope with 
your name and address on it. Thank you. 
 
 

Ice Skating with the Bishop 

Join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship with 
Bishop Richard Reidy! 
Monday - January 19, 2026 • 1:30–3:30 PM at Rose 

Garden Ice Arena, Norwich.  The Cost 
is $10, skate rentals are available for $3 or you 

bring your own. To register go 
to:  https://bit.ly/VANCO or contact Alvania Tejada at 
860-848-2237 ext. 304 or 

email atejada@norwichdiocese.net 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter: Psalm: 24:1-2: 
"Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory." Have you 
let the Lord enter your life and your relationship 
with your spouse?  Jesus will strengthen you and 
guide your relationship to be even better. Learn 
how, by attending the next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Experience on: 
     January 23-25, 2026 in North Easton, MA  
      March 13-15, 2026 in South Burlington, VT  
Worldwide Marriage Encounter sponsors a variety 
of in-person and virtual marriage experiences, 
some on weekends and some on seven weekdays. 
Couples explore their relationship with each other, 
God, and the Church.  Registration is limited; there 
is a $100 application fee. For more information or 
to apply, call Frank & Margie Pearson at 860-337-
2447 or wwme.org. 
 
 

URGENT NEED: Adorers are needed on 
Fridays for one hour from 8:30 am to 
12:00 noon as a regular adorer or as a 
substitute. Please sign up in the vestibule 
if you are able. 

WHY DON’T OUR ADULT CHILDREN ATTEND 
MASS?” REPLAY – Did you miss the virtual 
presentation of “Why Don’t our Adult Children attend 
Mass?” with Deacon Dennis Dolan and Mary-Jo 
McLaughlin, Catholic Family Services Coordinator? 
You can watch it again at your leisure from the 
comfort of your home by adding the link 
https://bit.ly/3SR2sIk  into your browser. Join Deacon 
Dennis and Mary-Jo as they explore the topic of adult 
children who stopped going to Mass. Listen to 
parents who are burdened by this knowledge as they 
reflect on the presentation. The session covers why 
adult children have chosen not to attend, 
encouragement for them to come back to church, and 
time for prayer and reflection.  
 
THE PARISH FLAGPOLE is available 
through the kindness of some of our 
parishioners. Any parishioner is 
invited to fly our flag in honor and 
memory of a deceased military family 
member or friend, for one month. To participate, 
please call Ann: 860-429-2860, during office hours. 
Thank you to all our veterans who have served, 
living and deceased. 
 

https://crossroads4christ.org/
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 Natural Family Planning is scientific, safe, and is 
99 % effective for conceiving or responsibly 
postponing a baby. For information, call Craig and 
Liz Schantz at 860-464-1184. www.ccli.org. 
 

Religious Instruction at ST. PHILIP CHURCH 
Because of the very small number of children in our 
parish, we can accommodate any family with 
materials that are grade-appropriate, or preparation 
for the sacraments of initiation. We can guide and 
assist you, and we also offer tutoring. Our present 
program is individual-based and very flexible. We 
would also encourage any family that would like to 
establish a formal class, that would include their 
child, to please call Father Michael. Traditional 
parish-held CCD classes were discontinued due to 
lack of participation. We will continue with 
individualized family programs, until our Parish 
needs change. Please register your child for 
2025/2026. THERE IS NO FEE FOR THIS YEAR. 
Registration forms are in the back of the church. If 
you would like to return last year’s books, please 
contact Ann in the Parish Office (860) 429-2860 
and we can lend you grade-appropriate ones. 

 
 

If you would like to add a name 
to the memorial altar in the cemetery, 

please contact the Parish Office. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC CDs: We 
have lots of CDs you can trust to 
provide correct Catholic teaching. Thank 
you for all your donations that help to keep the 
program going. Contact Donna Vertefeuille: 860-
429-4508 or email donna@vertefeuille.org.  
 
Pregnant? Need help? CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
Pregnancy and Adoption Programs provide 
concrete help & answers. Call 1-800- BABYDUE, 
even if you simply want to talk. 
 
 

http://www.ccli.org/
mailto:donna@vertefeuille.org


 

The Quiet Corner Chapter of the Disabled American Vets 

Are you a Veteran who has combat or service related disability and need assistance with filing for Veterans Administration 
Benefits? Are you interested in learning more?  We are looking for you. 

 
Contact: 

Rocky Daigle   860 – 918-0532 
Barry Bernier   860 – 830-5443 

 
The Disabled American Veterans are dedicated to a single purpose: empowering Veterans to lead high quality lives with respect 

and dignity. We accomplish this by making sure Veterans and their families can access the full range of benefits available to 
them; fighting for the interest of America’s injured heroes on Capitol Hill and educating the public about the great sacrifices and 

needs of Veterans returning to civilian life. 
 

     
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Office of Faith Events 
Diocese of Norwich 

 

Enriching the Faith of Youth, Young Adults, Adults, and Families.         
Please LIKE us on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/Office-of-Faith-Events-Diocese-of-Norwich 

Get up to date info on fun, 

 faith-filled events! 
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